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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant submits the present Information Disclosure Statement 
and Form PTO/SB/08A. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing 
date and before the receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. This filing constitutes a bona 
fide attempt to comply with 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3). 
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Receipt date: 03/29/2006 



10568517 -GAU: 3742 



Four of the cited references, JP05317428, JP09234247, WO01/10489, and DE10226160 
are not in the English language. Attached are English abstracts of same, which Applicant hereby 
adopts as its statements of relevance for these references. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

Should the Examiner believe a fee is required, the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby authorized and requested to charge the fee to the deposit account of the 
undersigned firm, Account No. 20-1495. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: ^//^^ 
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08-09-1994 


Miller et al. 
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06-25-1996 


Salmon et al. 
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09-24-1996 


Daniell et al. 








us " 5,564,415 


10-15-1996 


Dobson et al. 








us " 5,588,423 


12-31-1996 


Smith 
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12-03-1993 


Ootsuka Masahide 










JP09234247 


09-09-1997 


Nikkiso 










WO01/10489 


02-15-2001 


MAP 
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jr not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
jr MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
le indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
ie appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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us " 5,640,951 
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